Benjamin Steckling 
50 Willow Lk Dr. Ward, AR 72176 · 501-772‐9430 · benjamin.steckling@gmail.com 
 
Job Objective 

Chemist 
· Seeking a position to employ eight plus years of analytical chemistry and material production based skills in research and application areas in order to grow as a professional. 
· Research scientist with four years of executive level leadership in startup cannabis extraction company, leading to the design of innovative ideas and twenty plus product lines, supervised a team of seven technicians, as well as four years of ISO manufacturing experience, managing product development, customer service care, CAPA oversight, technical sales and acquisitions. 
· Studies in advanced chemistry, physics and biology with experience in laboratory settings, writing scientific reports, presenting research and maintaining research lab operations and equipment. 
Experience 

· Vice President of Laboratory Operations (June 2019‐Aug 2023) 
Employment: Natural State Medicinal (347) 228-1014 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Planned, organized, and directed the overall operations of the extraction, refinement and manufacturing of cannabis and cannabis infused products to the highest standards of quality. Procured and managed the implementation, monitoring and troubleshooting of all lab equipment. Provided guidance on analysis of data, and sample/report preparation for the testing/screening for cannabinoid and terpene potency, residual solvents, heavy metals, pesticides, water activity and microbiology analysis. R&D achievements in developing and launching over twenty successful products, researching individual terpenes and their effectiveness for a variety of products and ailments and streamlining effective manufacturing processes for day-to-day operations. 
· Research and Development Chemist/Technical Sales (June 2015‐June 2019) 
Employment: Garreco, LLC (501) 362‐6261 Ext. 226 
Review of detailed qualitative and quantitative data generated by internal business processes. Focus of the position is on root cause analysis, research and analytical support for internal issues, and research support for anomalies reported during product testing and manufacturing. Technical based sales with product development and manufacturing process assessment. Onboarding of new product formulations and processes from acquired company. 
· Graduate Research Assistant (October 2011‐May 2015) 
Grant: NASA/EPSCoR ‐ Arkansas Space Grant Consortium  
Employment: Arkansas State University 
Advisor: Zhang, L. (209) 667‐3553 
Recruited for an accelerated graduate program. Develop nanomaterial fabrication methods, engineer nanomaterials, and manufacture photovoltaic cells for future testing.    
Education 

Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, AR  
· Master of Business Administration (12 Credits) 
· Master of Science in Chemistry (3.33 GPA)  
· Bachelor of Science in Chemistry (3.012 GPA) Minor: Biology 
		Awards:  Arkansas State University Chancellor’s Scholarship 
	 	 	               Arkansas State University Honors College Association  
	 	 	               Accelerated Graduate Master’s Degree Program  
Abundant Life High School - Graduation with honors (3.86 GPA) 
Techniques 

· 
· Excel Professional 
· UV‐Vis; IR Absorption
· Fluorescence Spectroscopy 
· Chromatography (HPLC/GC)
· Modeling Software (Mopac; Gaussian) 
· Electron microscopy  

· Rotary Evaporation
· Pressure Reactions
· Optical Instrumentation
· Crystallization
· C1D1 Hydrocarbon Extraction
· Sonification
· 
· Synthesis (Inorganic; Organic; Nanomaterial)



Professional Societies 

· 
· SBA Emerging Leaders – 2018
· Arkansas Times Cannabis Expo
· Arkansas District Export Council
· American Chemical Society (ACS)
· Arkansas Biomedical Research (INBRE)
· Laser Institutes of America Laser Safety
· National Society of Collegiate Scholars
· Sigma-Pi Fraternity Treasurer 

	 
Publications/Presentations 

· “Kavah Cannabis Health & Wellness” & “Cannabis in Food”; Arkansas Times Cannabis & Wellness Expo; 2021, 2022, 2023
· Zhang, L., Steckling, B., Lucero, A., Schmitt‐Sody, A., White, W. Shiffler, D.; “Third‐order optical nonlinearity effect of DNA‐ and polyvinylpyrrolidone‐functionalized carbon nanotubes.” Journal of Nonlinear Optical Physics and Materials. March 2015
· “Hydrogen Bonding in Inter‐Polymer Interactions: Case Study of Fibroin”  
Create@State – “A Symposium of Research, Scholarship and Creativity” 
Arkansas State University Jonesboro, April 2015 – 1st Place ‐ Graduate: Physical & Life Sciences 
· “Synthesis of Semiconductor Quantum Dots for in Vivo Fluorescent Imaging” 
2011 & 2012 INBRE – Research Conference, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR.   
